
Dairy Farmer 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

LICENCES AND ACCREDITATIONS 

What should I do before purchasing a dairy farm? 

TDIA strongly recommends that prospective purchasers undertake appropriate due diligence 
before purchasing an existing dairy farm or dairy premises. 

With the written consent of the current owner, TDIA may be able to provide historical 
information held on its records. Depending on availability, this information may include: 

• Previous audit findings 

• Current or historical Effluent Management Plans 

Reviewing this information can assist prospective purchasers in understanding the 
regulatory status of the property and identifying any matters that may require attention. 

What does TDIA require if I am a new farmer and building a new dairy? 

Before commencing operations, applicants must submit: 

• A completed Combined Application for Accreditation Dairy Primary Production 
(Farmer) Form 

• Payment of the applicable fees 

• An Effluent Management Plan (EMP) for the proposed dairy operation 

• Any signoffs from your local Council for building construction – eg occupancy 
certificate 

Applications should be submitted to enquiries@tdia.tas.gov.au. When making payment, 
please include a reference (your name/farm name) is provided to ensure the payment can 
be matched to your application. Approvals can take up to 60 days to approve. ` 

Prior to commencement of operations, TDIA may conduct a site inspection to verify that all 
licensing requirements have been met. 

Further information is available in the Dairy Farmer Licence Application Steps document 
here: Dairy Farmer Licence Application Steps.pdf 

What if I am building a new dairy on an existing farm but I’m already licensed and 
accredited? 

There are no forms or fees required, but TDIA will still require any signoffs from your local 
Council, and an updated Effluent Management Plan that reflects the new building.  

You can submit this information to enquiries@tdia.tas.gov.au . The Effluent Management 
Plan will be assessed and approved before the shed can be approved for use.  

 

What does TDIA require when purchasing an operating dairy or transferring an 
existing licence? 

https://tdia.tas.gov.au/Documents/Dairy%20Farmer%20Licence%20Application%20Steps.pdf
mailto:enquiries@tdia.tas.gov.au


Where ownership or operation of an existing dairy business is changing, the licence and 
accreditation must be transferred to the new operator. 

The incoming operator is generally responsible for completing this process and submitting 
the required application documentation. 

In most cases, the same application requirements apply as those outlined for establishing a 
new dairy operation, excluding Council signoffs for the building. TDIA may determine that a 
site inspection is not required where an operational dairy is already in place. 

How do I cancel my dairy industry licence? 

If you cease operating within the dairy industry, you must submit a written request to TDIA to 
cancel your licence and accreditation. 

Requests can be emailed to enquiries@tdia.tas.gov.au. 

EFFLUENT MANAGEMENT PLANS 

Why has the 2010 Effluent Management Plan template been removed? 

The 2010 template is no longer used by TDIA because it does not capture sufficient 
information to adequately assess modern dairy effluent systems against current industry 
standards. 

The template has been replaced by a more comprehensive approach that supports 
assessment against the outcomes of the Farm Dairy Premises Effluent Management Code 
of Practice 2025. 

When must I update my Effluent Management Plan? 

Your Effluent Management Plan must be reviewed and updated whenever significant 
changes occur to your operation, including: 

• An increase in herd size. 

• A significant change in milking patterns – eg change from spring to autumn calving, 
or twice daily to 16 hours. 

• Construction of a new dairy. 

• Modifications or extensions to existing facilities. 

• Installation of robotic milking systems. 

• Construction of feed pads or calving pads. 

• Changes to effluent collection, treatment, storage, or irrigation systems. 

• Installation of infrastructure such as dams, weeping walls, solids trenches, or new 
irrigation areas. 

• When directed by a regulatory authority such as TDIA. 

Updating your plan ensures it accurately reflects current operations and continues to meet 
regulatory requirements. 

 

 



How do I update my Effluent Management Plan? 

TDIA must engage a trained, independent Livestock Effluent Designer to prepare or update 
your Effluent Management Plan. 

A list of accredited designers across Australia is available through Agriculture Victoria's 
website: Effluent system designers | Managing effluent | Dairy | Livestock and animals | 
Agriculture Victoria 

What must be included in an Effluent Management Plan? 

A comprehensive Effluent Management Plan must address all aspects of dairy effluent 
management and generally include: 

• Property and operational information 

• Details of existing infrastructure 

• Effluent collection and treatment systems 

• Storage requirements 

• Irrigation and reuse arrangements 

• Nutrient management considerations 

• Risk assessments 

• System design specifications 

• Future operational requirements 

TDIA has developed guidance material outlining industry, government, and community 
expectations for dairy effluent management in Tasmania. These guidelines assist dairy 
farmers in meeting the requirements of the Farm Dairy Premises Effluent Management Code 
of Practice 2025 and is available here: Effluent Management Guidelines.pdf 

Does my effluent management system need to be "gold standard"? 

No. 

Your effluent management system is not required to be a "gold standard" system. However, 
it must: 

• Meet the outcomes specified in the Farm Dairy Premises Effluent Management Code 
of Practice 2025. 

• Be appropriate for the size and nature of your operation. 

• Be capable of meeting current and future operational needs. 

• Be operated and maintained in accordance with the approved Effluent Management 
Plan. 

What happens after I submit a new Effluent Management Plan? 

Once an Effluent Management Plan has been submitted, TDIA will undertake an assessment 
and technical review. 

TDIA has up to 60 days from the date of submission to complete this assessment as part of 
a licence application. 

https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/dairy/managing-effluent/effluent-system-designers
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-and-animals/dairy/managing-effluent/effluent-system-designers
https://tdia.tas.gov.au/Documents/Effluent%20Management%20Guidelines.pdf


Where additional information or clarification is required, TDIA will contact the licence holder. 
Please note that submission of a revised plan will restart the assessment timeframe. 

Applications are assessed in the order they are received, so this needs to be considered 
when planning to start a dairy business. 

What happens once TDIA completes the assessment? 

If the assessment is satisfactory and no additional information is required, TDIA will request 
a formal designer sign-off letter. 

This letter confirms that the effluent management system installed and operating on the 
property accurately reflects the approved design documented in the Effluent Management 
Plan. 

Why is a designer sign-off letter required? 

The sign-off process provides assurance that: 

• The system has been constructed in accordance with the approved design. 

• The operational system matches the approved Effluent Management Plan. 

• The system is capable of achieving compliance with the Farm Dairy Premises 
Effluent Management Code of Practice 2025, provided it is operated and maintained 
as intended. 

The sign-off letter supports confidence for both the licence holder and the regulator that the 
approved system is functioning as designed. 

More information and resources on Effluent Management can be found here: Effluent 
Management | Tasmanian Dairy Industry Authority 

 

https://tdia.tas.gov.au/resources/effluent-management
https://tdia.tas.gov.au/resources/effluent-management

